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IN-SCHOOL PROGRAMS

Empire State Partnership (ESP) with P§11K

April and May saw our final two student showcases at this special education high school. In April three classes performed
scenes on themes of peer pressure and handling anger in an IDEAS Sociodrama showcase. In May three more classes showed
their performing abilities as they escaped from a zoo, depicted sports celebrities and handled thieves at McDonalds through
Creative Drama. Thanks to the team of teaching artists at the school all year: Jenny Seaquist, Romy Nordlinger and Lisa
Dennett . Program made possible, in part, with funds from the NY State Council on the Arts, a state agency, and the US
Airways Education Foundation.

I learned "I can do anything.”
Student, P811K the Connie Lekas School

P224Q

Teaching artist Lauren Gobes, along with Michael Piazza,
conducted a successful Sociodrama residency with three classes of
special education students at P224 (@ PS186. The students explored
themes of anger and violence, bullying and respect through
improvised scenarios with props and costumes to support their
creativity.

P231K

The poetry of Shel Silverstein was incorporated into a Creative
Drama residency with Michael Piazza. Working closely with the
teacher of this special education class within P238K this program
was made possible through a collaborative grant effort with the
Parent Coordinator for P231K.

Actively recruiting
members for the Board of Directors.
Are you ready to give back to your community?
Do you have what it takes to move IDEAS forward?
Beliefs required: the arts have a valuable place in the develop-
ment and education of disabled and disadvantaged youth.

Skills desired: public relations, fundraising, strategic planning.

PLEASE INQUIRE.
Info@IDEASDrama.org
718-387-5055

Shop at www.TheatreStore.net
and support IDEAS in the process.
Just click on IDEAS at the
checkout to have your purchase profit
donated to IDEAS.

] Need a gift?

"This drama program was great.
The kids loved it.”
Staff, Brooklyn Public Library
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A round of applause for all!
Photo by Mitch Falk
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cally. The two classes of students in this afterschool program proudly

students touch our lives. . > ; A 5
enacted their version of The Three Little Pigs and shared with the au-

Isaac was a character before drama ever began. He dience the work that they did in creating a character based on a photo.
was a student at 811K, a special education high Thanks to the After School Corporation for funding this residency.
school in Brooklyn. A student with multiple

developmental disabilities, Isaac was a person with Brooklyn Public Library

very few verbal skills, but a suspicious laugh and Once again IDEAS was able to provide Creative Drama to select library
flirtatious nature. branches in certain cluster areas. Teaching Artist Romy Nordlinger
He was in a class where we did Creative Drama with|  brought drama games and activities to the Cypress Hills and Greenpoint
masks. The class got to experience both interacting branches, while teaching artist Twinkle Burke brought creative activi-
with teaching artists wearing full masks as well as ties with props and costumes to the Leonard and Stone Avenue
wearing a full mask themselves. Isaac was intrigued. branches.

He enjoyed drama even before we introduced masks

but it was clear that interacting with a masked per- 811X

son was a delight to him. The class was asked to sit
and watch while teaching artists put on masks and
walked quietly towards the students. Some were
mesmerized, and Isaac was temporarily. However,
Isaac simply could not keep still, which unusual for
him. He went immediately to the table with the
masks and chose one for himself. He instinctively
understood that to interact with the masked charac-
ters he too had to be masked. His use of body

After a successful Sociodrama residency in the fall, teaching artists Ana
Holly and Michael Piazza shadowed Lisa Dennett in an afterschool
Creative Drama residency that highlighted movement. Two classes of
high school students in special education explored emotions, expres-
sions and body language while learning about creating characters, set-
ting, situations and relationships. A shadow residency is one where
teaching artists get direct experience with students by observing another
teaching artist and also have the opportunity to lead a workshop with

. ) ) supervision.
language with the mask on was telling and meaning-
ful. From then on he was hooked on audience reac-
tion. He looked for a different mask every week, and Support made possible by:
even used one to enact a marriage proposal. No The NY State Council on the Arts (NYSCA), a state agency,
words were necessary. The NYC Department of Cultural Affairs,
Isaac got his chance to shine on stage with a mask The Ann Pinkerton Charitable Trust,
that he made along with a character he created who Local Capacity Building Initiative, a regrant program of the Arts in Educa-
danced while looking directly out to the audience. tion  Program of NYSCA administered by BRIC Arts/Media/Bklyn and
He loved the attention and we loved giving him this the Brooklyn Arts Council (BAC),
positive reinforcement. IDEAS Creative Drama pro- | Creative Curricula, Supported by the NYSCA Local Capacity Building
vided him with an avenue for expression that he'd Program and administered by the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council,
never experienced. It also gave his teachers a The Queens Council on the Arts with funding by the Arts in Education
glimpse into how creative he was. Program at the NYSCA,

Lisa Dennelt US Airways Education Foundation,
The Theresa Foundation,

And many individuals.

IDEAS has been named one of the top .
arts nonprofits in New York queenscoyncil
Read the reviews online at
www.greatnonprofits.org

U'S AIRWAYS
EDUCATION FOUNDATION

I.D.E.A.S. is a tax-exempt nonprofit 501c3 corporation.
Donations are gratefully accepted year-round

Online donations can be made via our website

www.IDEASDrama.org
Stay tuned for our next newsletter which will or send a check made payable to IDEAS:
highlight IDEAS Sociodrama residencies in 98 4th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231

Brooklyn and Manhattan

If you would like to be removed from our mailing list, or to switch to our online newsletter
please contact us: Info@IDEASDrama.org or call 718-387-5055



